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1 Packed with dozens of features
and options, Online Meme
Maker by Clideo, is worth a try. 

The best part of Clideo’s meme
maker is that it’s highly compatible
with most of the devices, such as
Apple and Android, and can be used
on Windows and Mac.
It’s incredibly fast as well.

TOP 5 

MEME
GENERATORS

ONLINE MEME MAKER 
BY CLIDEO

2 Imgur comes with lots of
built-in pictures that can be
used to make memes instant-

ly. It's easy to use and you can
even select your own default image
background. Moreover, it has plenty
of useful resources to create a
meme, such as the ability to edit it
with variety of options available.

IMGUR

3 Meme Center comes with
four different modes: quick
meme, meme builder, GIF

maker, and uploader. It also comes
with lots of pre-built templates, so
you can quickly generate a meme
out of them.

MEME CENTER

4 Memegenerator is one of
the most popular and wide-
ly- used online apps.

It requires no sign up to create
free memes. It’s easy to use and
its powerful search engine helps
you find relevant pictures.
Using the app, you can create
memes in simple steps, using the
provided images by the website, or
you can use a custom image of
your own too.

MEMEGENERATOR.NET

5 It is one of the most popu-
lar meme makers. It comes
with over 100 built-in tem-

plates, but if you don’t want to
use them, you can create a meme
as per your requirements. You
can add, align, or edit text any-
where on the picture.

IMEME

Sin Tax 
WHAT:The Indian Beverage Association (IBA), which

represents the country’s biggest soft drinks mak-
ers, including Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, Parle Agro and Red Bull,
has written to the GST Council and finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, asking beverages to be removed from the 'sin
tax' category. According to Investopedia, a sin tax is levied on
specific goods and services at the time of purchase. These
items receive the excise tax due to their potential or percep-
tion to be harmful to the society. Applicable items, include to-
bacco products, alcohol and gam-
bling ventures.

WHY ARE THEY LEVIED:According to
experts, sin

taxes are levied to deter people from engaging in socially-
harmful activities and behaviours. They also act as a source
of revenue for the government. In other words, sin taxes are
intended to serve two objectives: To make the undesirable
goods so expensive that the consumers would be forced to
give up the habit, and to compel the industry producing these
products pay higher tax, which can be used to fund other wel-
fare expenditure.

CLICK HERE: WWW.TOISTUDENT.COM

X-PLAINED

1 In India, cigarettes, pan masala, tobacco and alcohol
have always attracted high taxes. Aerated drinks,
which are also considered harmful for health, are
placed in the GST slab of 28% and a compensation
cess of 12%

3 Countries, such as the UK,  Sweden  and  Canada, impose
sin taxes on a series of products and services—tobac-
co, alcohol, lotteries, gambling and fuel

4 Mexico imposed a soda tax in 2013; recently, the UK  has
imposed a sugar tax to tackle obesity on all the foods and
drinks with high concentrations of the sweetener

A  G L O B A L  T R E N D
According to critics, sin taxes give the state the moral
authority to dictate what the citizens should and should
not do. It is against the spirit of democratic rights, they
allege. Besides, it has been observed that while sin taxes
may reduce the purchases of a product for a few initial
years, consumers who are really addicted to the habit
persist with their ‘sinning’. 

C R I T I C S '  T A K E

Share your views at
toinie175@gmail.com

DO SIN TAXES HELP?L ET'S
DEBAT E

Student develops 'ROBO
HELMET' to strengthen
security forces

A njali Shrivastava,
a student of the
Ashoka Institute

of Technology and Man-
agement, has developed a
helmet that can help to
strengthen the security
forces. The 'Robo Helmet',

which works on the radio
signals, can remotely fire
at enemies in war-like sit-
uations. Srivastava, who
hails from Varanasi,
hopes that the 'Robo Hel-
met' will surely prove to be a revolution in terms of border secu-
rity.  "It is specially- designed to strengthen our troops. However, it
is a prototype right now, we have sent a requisition to the ministry
of defence so that we can make it more powerful," she said. 

➤ The remote-operated device, equipped with wheels, micro
gun, and wireless system, can also enter in to the opponent's
area and open fire ➤If someone tries to attack a soldier from
the rear, then it will generate signals and alert the soldier. A
wireless fire trigger is connected with the barrel fitted in the
helmet through radio frequency. This trigger can be attached
with any kind of rifle to launch fire. If anyone tries to attack the
soldier from behind, then the helmet will alert him, and he can
open fire in the rear direction with the help of the wireless trig-
ger ➤The light-weight, remote-actuated helmet is capable of
moving 360 degrees
➤The prototype version can be operated through a remote
within a range of 50 metres, while the gun in it can fire up
to 100 metres

INNOVATION

CLICK
HERE FOR
MOREBRIEFNEWS

IN 

Film, TV
production
activities to
resume with
SOP: I&B
minister

U nion information and
broadcasting minister
Prakash Javadekar has

announced the reopening of the
film and TV production indus-
try that has been shut for sever-

al months since March due to the
coronavirus pandemic. “The new
SOP will be like a 'Sanjeevani' for
the media production industry.
Social distancing and masks will
be an integral part of this SOP,”
Javadekar said. The minister
said that the core principle of this
SOP is 'contact minimisation.'

ENTERTAINMENT

G
ermany’s dog owners will
soon be ordered by law to
walk their pets twice a day.
The country’s agriculture

minister Julia Klöckner has said that
she is introducing the new law based
on evidence that many of the nation’s

9.4 million dogs are not getting the exercise
or stimuli they need.The  law, which is due
to be introduced next year, has started a de-
bate in Germany. The main question is how
it will be possible to check up on the 19% of
German households that own dogs, which
as pets are second in popularity only to cats.

➤Under the new regulations in the
Hundeverordnung, or Dogs Act, owners
will not get away with a quick jog round
the block, but will be required to take
their dogs out for at least one hour on
each occasion

➤The tethering of dogs on a chain
or a lead for long periods, also faces

an all-out ban
➤Dogs may not be left alone at home
all day, and a person will be required to
take care of their dog, “several times a
day” 
➤Klöckner said: “Dogs are not cuddly
toys. They also have their own needs,
which need to be taken into account”

NEW DOG WALKING RULES IN GERMANY

DO WE NEED SUCH A RULE IN INDIA
TOO; WILL IT WORK IN OUR COUNTRY?

Share your views at
toinie175@gmail.com

GOVT TO RELEASE 2D ANIMATION
VIDEOS ON GANDHI’S MESSAGE
FOR CONNECT WITH THE YOUNG 

T o make Mahat-
ma Gandhi’s
way of living

and message more con-
temporary for the
younger generation,
the government is all
set to come out with 2D
animation videos on
the core concepts of the
Gandhian way of life—
non-violence, harmony,
swadeshi and the wel-
fare of all. 

NOKIA TO LAUNCH NEW FEATURE PHONE,
SMARTPHONE SOON IN INDIA

N okia has re-
leased a teaser
video that

shows that the smartphone maker
is planning to launch two new
phones soon in India. The outline

in the video matches
the image of the Nokia
C3. However, the iden-

tity of the feature phone is un-
known, but it is expected to be a
4G feature phone. 

H umans are not the only species facing a potential threat
from the novel coronavirus, according to a new study,
which says several critically-endangered primates,

such as the western lowland gorilla, Sumatran orangutan,
and the northern white-cheeked gibbon, may be susceptible
to infection with the virus.

➤ According to reports, 10 themes have been 
shortlisted for the videos: Ahimsa, Swadeshi,
Swachchhata, Samarasata (harmony), Gandhi Mantra,
Swaraj, Satyagraha, Ahamanyata (pride), Brahmacharya
(celibacy) and Sarvodaya (welfare of all) 
➤The animation videos will carry the quotations select-
ed from the writings of Mahatma Gandhi, outline historic
events associated with and relevant to the shortlisted
themes, and come with songs and music from Mahatma
Gandhi’s Ashram Bhajanavali

CORONA UPDATE

NOT JUST HUMANS, ENDANGERED
PRIMATES MAY BE VULNERABLE TO
CORONAVIRUS: STUDY

F ormer South African all rounder, Jacques
Kallis, former Australian women's captain,
Lisa Sthalekar and former Pakistani batsman,

Zaheer Abbas have been inducted into the Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC) Hall of Fame. While,
Kallis is the fourth South African player induct-
ed, Zaheer is the sixth player from Pakistan and Lisa is the 27th
player from Australia and the ninth woman player in the list.

KALLIS, ABBAS & STHALEKAR
INDUCTED INTO ICC HALL OF FAME

➤ According to researchers, about 40 per cent of the
species potentially susceptible to SARS-CoV-2 are classi-
fied as "threatened" by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature, and may be vulnerable to
human-to-animal transmission
➤ The study noted that apart from the several critical-
ly-endangered primate species, marine mammals, such
as grey whales and bottlenose dolphins, and Chinese
hamsters are also at high risk of catching the virus
➤ Among domestic animals, cats, cattle, and sheep
were found to have a medium risk, while dogs, horses,
and pigs have low risk for the virus

ROBERT PATTINSON EMBRACES DARKNESS IN 'THE
BATMAN' TRAILER

F ilmmaker Matt Reeves has unveiled the
first trailer of his film, 'The Batman',
which shows actor

Robert Pattinson taking on
the avatar of the caped cru-
sader for vengeance. The teaser shows a new
dark, gritty, and violent take on the iconic su-
perhero. Reeves also shared that he hasn't
traced the origin of the superhero in his movie.

"It's about the early days of him
being Batman, and
he's far from being
perfect," Reeves
said, after unveil-
ing the trailer at
the DC FanDome vir-
tual event

MOVIE

HONOUR

TECH BUZZ

‘The Batman’ 
is scheduled 
for release 
on October 

1, 2021

➤ The Nokia C3 is an entry-level device that has already been
launched in China, with a 5.99-inch HD+ display, 3GB RAM, and 32GB
of storage. ➤ The device has a single 8MP camera on the back of the
phone along with an LED flash, a fingerprint scanner, and a 5MP cam-
era in front for selfies. ➤ The phone packs a removable 3040mAh
battery that charges via a MicroUSB port

➤ The SOP ensures adequate distancing at
shoot locations and other workplaces, and
includes measures like proper sanitisation,
crowd management, and provision for pro-
tective equipment ➤ Sharing of costumes,
props, wigs, makeup, etc, will be kept to
the minimum, and persons handling shared
equipment will wear gloves. ➤ Minimum
cast and crew to be allowed during the
shoots ➤ The new SOP, however, prohibits
the entry of visitors or audience at the
shooting locations

THE GUIDELINES

93 players have been inducted so far under the system.
Retired players are eligible for the ICC Hall of Fame, five
years after playing their last international match 

https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home.aspx
https://toistudent.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home.aspx
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“Every flower is a soul blossoming in nature.”

GÉRARD DE NERVAL, FRENCH WRITER AND POET

Robert
Pattinson

Ben
Affleck

Pattins

leck

the better Batman? 

THE BIG DEBATE 
Basic Debating
Skills
Style
Style is the manner in which you com-
municate your arguments. This is the
most basic part of debating to 
master. Content and strategy are
worth little unless you deliver your
material in a confident and 
persuasive way.

Speed
It is vital to talk at a pace which
is fast enough to sound intelligent
and allow you time to say what
you want, but slow enough to be
easily understood.

Tone
Varying tone is what
makes you sound inter-
esting. Listening to one
tone for an entire pres-
entation is boring.

Volume
Speaking quite loudly is sometimes
a necessity, but it is by no means nec-
essary to shout through every debate
regardless of context. There is ab-
solutely no need to speak any
more loudly than the volume
at which everyone in the
room can comfortably hear
you. Shouting does not win 
debates. Speaking too quietly is
clearly disastrous since no one
will be able to hear you.

Clarity
The ability to concisely and
clearly express complex
issues is what 
debating is all
about. The main
reason people be-
gin to sound un-
clear is usually be-
cause they lose
the “stream of
thought” which
keeps them go-
ing. It is also im-
portant to keep
it simple.While
long words may
make you sound
clever, they may
also make you
incomprehensi-
ble.

Use of notes, eye contact
Notes are essential, but they must be
brief and well organised to be effec-
tive. There is absolutely no point in try-
ing to speak without notes. Of course,
notes should never become obtrusive and
damage your contact with the audience,
nor should they ever be read from verba-
tim. Most people sketch out the main
headings of their speech, with brief
notes under each.

When writing notes for rebuttal dur-
ing the debate, it is usually better to use
a separate sheet of paper so you can take
down the details of what the other speak-
ers have said and then transfer a rough
outline onto the notes you will actually
be using.

Eye contact with the audience is
very important, but keep shifting

your gaze. No one likes to be
stared at.

Content
Content is what you actual-
ly say in the debate. The ar-

guments used to develop
your own side’s case and 

rebut the opposite side’s. The infor-
mation on content provided below is a
general overview of what will be expect-
ed when you debate. The final logistics of
how long you will be debating, how many
people will be in your group, and how the
debate will unfold (ie: which team speaks

first etc.), will all be decided by the one
moderating the debate.

Example: How to put
forth your case

(argument)
Introduction – The case your

group or you are making must be
outlined in the introduction. This in-

volves stating your main arguments
and explaining the general thrust of

your case. This must be done
briefly since the most

important thing is to
get on and actually
argue it. It is also a
good idea to indicate
the aspects of the
subject to be dis-
cussed by each of the
team members.
Conclusion: At the
end, once everyone
has spoken,

it is useful to briefly summarise what
your group has said and why.

How to build the parts
of your argument
Having outlined the
whole of your argu-
ment, you must then
begin to build a case
(the parts). The best
way to do this is to
divide your case
into two and four
arguments (or di-
vide your case
based on the num-
ber of people in
your group).
You must justi-
fy your argu-
ments with
basic logic,
worked ex-
a m p l e s ,
statistics,
and quotes.
Debating is
all about the strategy of ‘proof ’.
Proof, or evidence, supporting your
assertion is what makes it an argu-
ment. There are a number of ways of
dividing up cases according to groups
of arguments (eg political/eco-
nomic/social or moral/practical
or international/regional etc.)
or just according to indi-
vidual arguments if you
can’t group any 
together.

Ben Affleck

➤ Having outlined the gist of
your argument, you must
then begin to build a case
(the parts). To do this well,
divide your case between two
and four arguments (or
divide your case based
on the number of 
people in your group)

You
must 

justify your
argument with

basic logic, exam-
ples, statistics, and
quotes. Remember 

debating is all about the 
strategy of ‘proof’

Tell us in 100 words at
timesnie175@gmail.com. Please

mention subject as ‘Batman
Debate’ 

From MS Dhoni, I learnt about un-
derstanding my teammates. When-
ever there is a group presenta-

tion assigned, I first understand the
strengths and weaknesses of my team-
mates. I start by asking them to choose
the sub-topics and pre-
pare accordingly.
Then, we discuss on
who should speak on
what. Everyone is free
to voice their option.

HASITHA VITTA, Class IX,

Silver Oaks International

School, Hyderabad

One of the lessons that we can draw
out is that leaders must be willing
to take risks and try out something

new instead of sticking to patterns. How-
ever, a person should be humble and nev-
er stop his learning curve.

MS Dhoni is a be-
liever in experiential
learning. As per him
learning by doing is
the best way to fasten
the learning process.

RAYNEE MAKROO,

CLASS X, Apeejay

School , Pitampura

Mahi has taught me – TEAMWORK!
His cool demeanour shows that
we all should be calm and not give

up hope even if things don’t go our way. Ac-
ceptance is equally important.He has shown
the world to tackle all situations calmly,
without hesitation. My
favourite Mahi phrase
is: “Take actions in si-
lence, no lion attacks
in noise”.

FARIHA IRFAN SHAIKH,

XC, Sardar Dastur

Nosherwan Girls High

School, Pune

H e has always shown us his
charismatic leadership skills
during his captaincy. He man-

ages to stay calm and focused in every
situation. This amazing attribute of his
earned him the title ‘Captain Cool’. He

is never overpow-
ered with emo-
tions and takes
full responsibility
of his team’s tri-
umphs and de-
feats.

NIDHI, Grade X, New

Age World School

A leader is a person who not only
leads a team but ALSO  guides
and motivates them. MSD is

one such great example of what true
leadership is. From him, I learnt, that
leadership does not only mean to lead
a group of people
but a leader has to
guide them to
stand together. A
leader has to re-
main focused.

HARDIK VOHRA, XC,

Apeejay School, 

Pitampura, Delhi

S ome of the life lessons one can
learn from Dhoni are – be au-
thentic, be bold/take risk and

stand out. The first responsibility of a
leader is to craft a grand vision, artic-
ulate it, and raise the aspiration, con-

fidence, pride, hope
and enthusiasm of
his people. Dhoni
did it to perfection.
A great leader leads
by example.

SHAURYA KOCHAR,

Class IX, Venkateshwar

Global School

You
Said It!
You

Said It!

➤ I first
understand
the strengths
and weakness-
es of my team-
mates during
group tasks

➤ Perform in
silence. A lion
doesn’t make a
ruckus while
attacking its
prey! Let your
work speak

➤ I have learnt
to remain
focused and
cool. As a
leader, I want
to spread 
positivity! 

➤ If we win,
the team takes
all the acco-
lades. But if we
lose, the
responsibility is
solely mine

➤ I have learnt
to lead from
the front and
walk the talk.
Only then can I
be a true
leader

➤ Earlier, I
used to be very
proud of my
achievements.
Mahi taught me
to be humble,
yet confident 

HE TAUGHT ME TO DO
GROUP TASKS BETTER 

I HAVE LEARNT TO
SPREAD POSITIVITY

TEAMWORK IS ACTUALLY
TEAMWORTH

VISION IS IMPORTANT,
BUT SO IS CONFIDENCE

I HAVE LEARNT TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY 

NEVER EVER TO STOP
LEARNING 

READ. PLAY. LEARN

Robert Pattinson

Times NIE Students’
Webinar to be held today
A

fter the successful com-
pletion of our first webi-
nar for principals and
teachers, Times NIE Hy-

derabad is all set to organise its sec-
ond digital conclave, the 'Students'
Webinar' on Wednesday, August 26 at
3:00 pm. The event is sponsored by
HPCL in associ-
ation with Roots
Degree College.
The 90 minutes
engaging ses-
sion will have
eminent panel-
lists from rele-
vant genres
sharing their
views on the topic 'Safety and Secu-
rity on Social Platforms.' The experts
will shed light on the safety meas-
ures that children, parents and
schools can implement while using
social platforms. To make the event
even more exciting, the results of the
recently held Article-writing and
News Bulletin contests will be an-
nounced during the webinar.

Newspaper in
Education

TOPIC: SAFETY AND SECURITY ON
SOCIAL PLATFORMS

PANELISTS: BB  SSuummaatthhii, Deputy
Inspector of Police (DIG) of Women
Safety Wing, Government of Telangana
DDrr  CC  VVeeeerreennddeerr, Psychologist, PD
Trainer, and MD at You & Me
Counselling Centre
BBPP  PPaaddaallaa, chairman of Roots
Collegium

HOW TO LOGIN: You could join directly by clicking on
the link below: 

https://timesgroup.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2_oE2Sz
KReaceTnCBaO27g

You can directly join us live on Facebook by clicking
on the link below:

https://www.facebook.com/events/2710690092586836/

97.2%MARKS:

STUDENT: Sri Nithya
Bandi

CLASS: X E

BOARD: CBSE

SCHOOL: P Obul Reddy
Public School,
Hyderabad

Success Stories

Our 

Laying a firm  foundation 
Your initial reaction on
hearing the news?
I was elated when I saw my
name as one of the top
scorers on the school 
website. I wasn't aiming to
get top marks, and so when
I heard the news I was
pleasantly surprised.

What do you attribute
your success to?
It was wholly the result of
months of planning and
studying. I would say that
studying ahead and 
sticking to a proper
schedule was what helped
me perform well.

Your message to the students
appearing for the boards?
Class X is not as cathartic and 
life-changing as it is made out to be.
And it isn't as hard and as unachiev-
able as it might seem. The marks you
get in your Xth boards will not make or
break your future. It matters more to
learn and understand the concepts
well, to lay a strong foundation for
higher classes. Planning ahead of time
and consistently working hard is key
for success. 

Your next step?
I am currently studying in class XI
under the MPC stream. I plan to 
hopefully get into a good engineering
college in the future.

If you would like to showcase your school’s topper in NIE, send in their details to hyd.nie@gmail.com

DATE:
Wednesday,
August 26,

2020

TIME:
3:00-4:30 pm

https://timesgroup.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_2_oE2SzKReaceTnCBaO27g
https://www.facebook.com/events/2710690092586836/



